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10 décembre I9g8.

I was & long time sbroad, and found your letter
yvesterdag. I attentively have studied your photos and Egive
you my conclusions as far as the very bad photos allow me
te see.

The bookpieture is not of the hand of Rembrandi
This artist never did paintleuch subjects., It is also not
from a follower of him. Fut from a dutch artist of the
same time, ofuqust of the 17 th century, perhaps Willem
Kalf. He very often introduced such décorated nautilus as
there is to seen on your picture.

A8 to the pocture of the Heptune it representg;
étthink, liepture and Amphitirit®; the god of e sea, follo
wed by his court, tzkes away Amphitriteé as his wife. The
subjectis was treatened by Rubens and by Jordaens. However
there are in your pilcture figures liking as in the works
of Jordsens, it is not from this last master, celainly not
Some figures are to delicate, and he never jjakes guch hor
ses. hccording to the colours you are speaking of, as the
brilliant red on Neptune and the dark gree of the rock, I
schould think of Henry van Balen, a painter of Antweérp of

the first part of the I7 th. century.

Thanking for your favours, I remain




9 cct cbre I928.

Pear EBir,

1 am extremely obliged to you for the kind sen
ding.

Goncerning the smalle photography of the por-
trait you wisph to be indentified, I think this will be &
very difficult task ! ﬁhﬁi@iﬁﬁﬁBe‘din endeavouring to do
it. But the lack of any weapon ( écusson with the arms )

makes the rechearches almost impossible.

The pieture, painted in 1630=1640, likes me gwo-

wever the portrait of an englisch gentleman in serviee of
the house of Orange. ¥y prineipal reasons to say so are
the followingsi

I. the physionomy of the modelJ

¢, the long hairdress and the beard,
3. the large onliar with laced boards which is to
find in the same manner on englisch portraits of

1630-1640, and not on flemish or duteh portraits

of that time,
the echarée in orange color is, 1 think an indiea

tion of the being in serviece of the Princes of
Orange.

Albert lMugeli HEsg.

Maroden touse




I have egand the photogr=phy to my Ccllegue of

Ampterdam in order to ask &im if the know the physionomy

of this perseson. He did not and he also is thinking it
will be an engl ishman.

The most I ean say you asbout the iaentification
is that the personmge has some acquaintance with Philipp
Herbert, fourth Earl of Pembroke, painted by Antonie van
Dyek in tne year8 [oJs-=1I640.

You ought to make some rechearches amongst en-
gliseh connoisseurs. I think ih.Palmer of the Bouth Kene
sington Museum would be able to help you farther.

Yours sincerely.

The Head Keeper,

Prof. Leo Van Puyvelde,
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