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Bruxelles,

T ous avons [honneur de vous fajre connaifre

gue la résolufion de la Commission directrice n'a

as éfé favorable a [acquisition, pour les col-
g

lections de ['Gtat, d

donf vous aves soumis la reproduction pﬁofogras
phigue & [ examen.
Deuillez agréer, I , [assurance de

nofre considerafion distinguée.

POUR LA COMMISSION DIRECTRICE,

Le Secrétaire,




FRANKLIN ALTER J.B.DOAN, ROB'T.S. ALTER, HENR
PRESIDENT. VIGE PREST & GENL MGA: SECRETARY. gzn\gl&ﬁusli',qS‘ A,E.Gll%lflstdfghl, 4

BUILDERS OF

: THIES = PLANERS = SHAPERIS; - RADIAL DRILLS;
SALES AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD: S = PLANERS >SHAPERS ADIAL DRILLS:,

CABLE ADDRESS “LATH %
ALL AGREEMENTS ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES CO%SES £ ECINCINNATI
ACGIDENTS, DELAYS OF CARRIERS AND OTHER DELAYS 4 USED
UNAVOIDABLE AND BEYOND OUR CONTROL. LIEBERS, ABCATHEDITIONWESTERN UNION, POSTAL
QUOTATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

BUSINESS AND PRIVATE CODE.
CINCINNATI,U.S.A. July 10, 1914.

PLEASE WRITE SEPARATE LETTERS ON SEPARATE SUBJECTS.
IN REPLY PLEASE GIVE YOUR LETTER A SUBJECT HEADING,

Palace of. Pine
Brusselssy
Belgium.

Gentlemen:

Considerable interest -has been arousged over an old picture
I have in my pogssession which may be the work of one of the masters,
The picture's history is very interesting, and would certainly lead
one to believe that such is the case. Unfortunately, however, the
ist's signature is lacking, consequently the only means of identifil
tion is through expert opinion, hence this letter.

I am enclosing a photographic reproduction which will give
you a very fair idea of the subject and treatment, which may be of con-
siderable assistance in identifying the picture. Here are a few facts
about the picture which might be interesting:- It was brought to America
by a family of Huguenot refugees, who settled in New Orleans, and after-
ward moved to St. Louis where the last descendant died about 1840. The
picture at that time was considered of wvery little value, being covered
by a water color of an entirely different subject, consequently aroused
no particular interest at the auction sale of the personal estate of the
family, which followed.

This picture was purchased by a friend and was afterwards se-
cured by my father as a water color. During the process of having the
picture cleaned and touched up, the original picture was discovered under-
neath. Then the water color cleaned off, and the picture 1n its entirety,
as shown by the photograph enclosed, was revealed. It is also interesting
to note that the edges of the canvas are jagged and irregular, indicating
that this piece of canvas has been slashed out from the center of a larger
canvas, which accounts for the absence of the artist's name. These are
the facts as far as I have been able to learn them,

Higtory tells us that during the Huguenol trouble a great many
of the old pictures in France were mutilated, by the Huguenots slashing
out portions of them and carrying them to this and other countries, and
the supposition is that this was the fate of the picture in guestion. In
fact, it being a religious subject, this paintling attracted the attention
of a former priest by the name of Rev. Patrick Cusick, at one time pastor
of .the Church of the Atonement in this City, who obtained the following
information from the Quirinal at Rome.
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