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THE SUNDAYS AT APSLEY HOUSE.
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As annoanced in our last issue His Grace the Duke of
Wellington accorded permission for the members and friends of
the League to visit his town mansion, on Sundays 6th and 18¢h
Sept.  On the first date 210 visitors were preseunt, and on the
second, 360. We very much regret it was not possible to issue
tickets fo all the members who applied, the number of admissions
were strictly limited, but we did our best to accommodate our
friends by issuing tickets for every half-honr from 2 till 4.30
p-m. Those who obtained tickets have spoken in terms of the
greatest delight at having been permitted to visit such a mag-
nificent house. The inspection of pictures and many interesting
and priceless treasures, afforded the greatest pleasure to the large
parties of visitors, who will long remember their Sunday after-
noon at Apsley House.

Mr. George Ellis, an old friend of the League, who has on
many occasions rendered excellent service to the movement, and

- whom we have to thank for obtaining the first Sunday opening
of the house to us, sends the followiug letter, with which we
need scarcely say, we entirely agree.

THE SUNDAY LEAGUE AT APSLEY HOUSE.
To the Editor of the < Free Sunday A dvocate.”’
Sir.—It must afford the Duke of Wellington much pleasure to

know that his kindness in allowirg the historical treasures of
Apsley House to be seen on Sunday is most gratefully appre-
ciated by the people on whom the favour is conferred, as they
feel that such a place cannot fail to have an ennobling effect on
the minds of those who look upon the brilliant profusion of costly
gifts from not only kings but nations, to the man all delighted to
honour. Many of the works are of a very high order, notably
the colossal statue of Napoleon, by Canova, presented to the
Duke by the allied sovereigns, and a splendid « collection of
pamtings, china, medals and glass, all of a high artistic order,
but even these sink into comparative insignificance by the side
of the superb military trophies which arrest attention in all
directions, and proclaim with more power than words the deeds
of the hero now at rest. Shakespeare’s desciiption of a great
soldier applies with remarkable force to the distinguishing
characteristics of Wellington :
"Tis much he dares,

And with that dauntless temper of his mind,

He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour

To act in safety.

As a show-house merely, there are many more extensive
collections of high-class paintings in the mansions of the
nobility in London, but Apsley House is a museum of such
national interest as to place it far above any artistic display in
the country.—I am yours, &e., GEORGE ELLIs.

8t. John’s Wood, Sept. 14th.

“Llree Sunday Advocate, October, 1891.”




SUNDAY OPENING OF APSLEY HOUSE,

?:Q//%—

The kindness of His Gmce the Duke of Wellington in permitting
the members of the League to visit Apsley House on Sundays
8tl and 15th September, and viewing the interesting contents of
the Museum. ¢ Waterloo ” Gallery, and splendid pictures and other
works of art, was greatly appr ecmted Arrangements were made
for enabling 200 to visit the honse each Sunday, and needless to
say, the tickets were soon disposed of when once it became known
that they could be obtained, and many applicants had to be
refused. Those who were enabled to avail themselves of these
opportunities will not soon forget the grand historical collection
‘they had the privilege of viewing.

The thanks of the Council have been conveyed to His Grace
for his great kindness, and we hope that not only shall we, another
year, hiave a similar privilege accorded to our members, but that
it will also be possible to admit a large number of outside public,
who are always eager to spend a Sunday afternoon in a rational
and useful way.

The Council also desire to acknowledge the services rendered
by Mr. George Ellis, an old friend of the cause, in taking the
initiatory steps in the matter.

APSLEY HOUSE,

O
T the Editor of the *“ I'ree Sunday Advocate.”

Str,—The permission so kindly granted by the Duke of
Wellington will be gratefully remembered by all who feel thatcul-
tivating a taste for pictorial art, which calls tomind the bygone
deeds of great men, cannot be a desecmtlon of the day of rest.

Anything relating to the great warrior always has been, and
always will be, of more than ordinary interest, not only to English-
men, but to the people of all nations. The events of his glorious
career are so well known as to need no recapitulation, while the
anecdotes of his private life would fill volumes. Some are true,
others may be true, and many are nothing more than harmless
inventions ; but the following amusing incident can be vouched for
as a fact, as it was communicated to me direct by the second Duke
of Wellington, with whom I was in correspondence on the subject
of his illustrious father’s visit to Astley’s to see the *“ Battle of
Waterloo ” performed there. I give it in His Grace’s own words :

“ You may like to know that on that occasion the Stage Duke
was unwilling to appear, as he heard that his prototype was in
the theatre, and would not until invited to do so.”

The play had along and successful run. There isa funny story
about that too. The manager wished for a sensational scene at
the end, and wanted to engage Bradley and Blanchard, two cele-
brated broad-swordsmen of great popularity at the transpontine
theatres, to represent Wellington and Napoleon fighting ¢ a despe-
rate combat,” d o Richard and Richmond ; but the author objected,
as he had not heard of such an oceurrence, so it was not persevered
in. This also may or may not be true, so it had better be placed
with other historic doubts of the period.

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,

St. John’s Wood, Sept. 1889. GEORGE ELLIS,




GEORGE ELLIS,
8,BOLTON ROAD,

ST JOHN'S WOOD.
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